Tunisian oases, one of the largest genetic stores, have always been important centers of agricultural and commercial production linking regions far apart from each other. With their three ‘green’ strats (date palms, fruit trees and annual crops), oases are a suitable ecosystem for the development of biodiversity of cultivated species as well as the preservation of those threatened by disappearance. They are numerous of cultivars well adapted to local conditions and constitute a natural heritage of plants with multiple uses (human nutrition, fodder, condiment, medicinal and aromatic plants, etc....). The date palm is a key species of the oasis agro-ecosystem, contributing to soil stabilization, moisture and shade, providing shelter from strong winds and effectively helping to prevent desertification and preserving the local flora and fauna. However, the oases is facing several obstacles and constraints that hinder agricultural development in this area. Indeed, the environment is subject to strong pressures such as water scarcity, soil and water salinization, plant infestation by diseases and pests.

As the last editions, the 6th International Symposium on Resources Management and Biotechnology Applications in Dry lands and Saharan cropping will be organized by the Institute of Arid Regions (IRA) in December 18-21, 2018.

This meeting will focus on the Oasis Agriculture and Sustainable Development in order to evaluate the impact of biotechnologies and development programs on the oases agro-systems.  

The organizing committee of the meeting is pleased to present this first announcement to invite you to join this meeting in Djerba (Tunisia) in December 2018. The conference will address key issues regarding the conservation, rehabilitation, valorization and management of oases agro-systems.

The fact that this meeting gathers scientists and representatives of the agencies and organizations of development will give the opportunity to generate practical recommendations and orientations.

THEMES
Papers dealing with the general topic of the Meeting are solicited. They will be presented and discussed in the five following sessions:  
Session 1: Agro-diversity in oases agro-systems (specific and intraspecific diversity, ecosystems diversity, plant genetic resources management, plant breeding…)  

Session 2: Cultivation techniques and production factors optimization (fertilization, cropping and water management, cultural practices …)

Session 3: Organic agriculture and crop protection (Organic agricultural development and techniques, crop protection, plants diseases …)

Session 4: Biotechnology and alternative crops in oases areas (Biotechnology, improvement of plants, micro propagation, alternative crops ….)  

Session 5: Systems and structures of production and commercialization (Production systems and framing, marketing, participatory approaches…)  

The sessions will begin with preliminary conferences followed by oral presentations of selected papers and a general discussion. The posters of each session will be summarized and presented by a speaker.
CONTRIBUTIONS
Papers can be written in French or English. The preliminary registration form with a 200-word abstract of the paper must be sent before 30 June 2018. Only the 7-8 page papers sent before the 31 October 2018 will be reviewed and published in Revue des Regions Arides. 
LANGUAGE
The working language of the meeting will be French and English. Translation facilities are expected to be provided.

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME 

18/12
16.00-19.00 Reception of participants
19/12
08.30 Registration

09.30 Official opening


10.00 Introductive conference

10.30 Session 1           

              15.00 Session 1 

20/12
08.30   Session 2



15.00 Sessions 3 et 4  
21/12
08.30   Sessions 4 and 5



13.00 Official closing

PRELIMINARY REGISTRATION FORM 
NAME..................................................................................
FORENAME.......................................................................
ORGANIZATION................................................................

..............................................................................................
POSTAL ADDRESS............................................................ ..............................................................................................
..............................................................................................
..............................................................................................
TEL.......................................FAX........................................
E-mail...................................................................................

I wish to attend

□ Oral communication

□ Poster 

Title.....................................................................................
..............................................................................................
..............................................................................................
Session..................................................................................
 □ Conference  
REGISTRATION & ACCOMMODATIONS FEES

500 DT (175,00€) : Fees include registration, accommodation during meeting and transportation from and to airport. 

Fill out this form and return it with your abstract before  June 30, 2018 to 
Pr. Kamel NAGAZ
Institut des Régions Arides

4119 Médenine  Tunisie

Fax: (+) 216 75 633 006 ; Tel: (+) 216 5 633 846
E-mail: nagaz.kameleddine@ira.rnrt.tn
Thank you for preferring email.
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The abstract should be sent before June 30, 2018 to:
Pr. Kamel NAGAZ

Institut des Régions Arides

4119 Médenine Tunisie

Fax:  (+) 216 75 633 006
Tel:  (+) 216 75 633 846
E-mail: nagaz.kameleddine@ira.rnrt.tn 
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